
County: Washington LPC#: 1894925001

Location/Site Name: Warnac / Prior Oil Company•

Date: November.3, 2000 Time: From 11:25 am To

Inspector(s): Kenneth Mensing - Mike Grant

No, of Photos Taken: # 8 Est. Amt. of Waste: 3

Interviewed: John Prior, Greg Earle and Harold Alexander Jr.

Mr. John Prior
Prior Oil Company
140 Gompers Street
Wamac, Illinois 62801

Responsible Party
Mailing Address(es)
and Phone Number(s):

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Open Dump Inspection Checklist

_____________________ Region: Collinsville

Previous Inspection Date: August 31,
___________ ____________ 2000

_________________________________________________ wet, approx. 60 degrees

_________ _________________ Samples Taken: Yes# No

12:00 pm

Weather:

yds3

Complaint #:

[sEcTIoN DESCRIPTION VIOL.

1. 9(a) CAUSE, THREATEN OR ALLOW AIR POLLUTION IN ILLINOIS . X
2. 9(c) CAUSE OR ALLOW OPEN BURNING. S X
3, 12(a) CAUSE, THREATEN OR ALLOW WATER POLLUTION IN ILLINOIS .

4. 12(d) CREATE A WATER POLLUTION HAZARD .

5. 21(a) CAUSE OR ALLOW OPEN DUMPING . X

6.
~

21(d) CONDUCT ANY WASTE-STORAGE, WASTE-TREATMENT, OR WASTE- DISPOSAL
OPERATION: .

(1) Without a Permit . x

(2) In Violation of Any Regulations or Standards Adopted by the Board X

7. 21(e)

•

DISPOSE, TREAT, STORE~OR ABANDON ANY WASTE, OR TRANSPORT ANY
WASTE INTO THE STATE AT/TO SITES NOT MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF
ACT AND REGULATIONS . . . .

. X
.

.

8. 21(p)
.

CAUSE OR ALLOW THE OPEN DUMPING OF ANY WASTE IN A MANNER WHICH RESULTS
IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING OCCURRENCES AT THE DUMP SITE:

• (1) Litter .

• (2) Scavenging

(3) Open Burning . -

. (4) Deposition of Waste in Standing or Flowing Waters
(5) . . Proliferation of Disease Vectors .., .... ~ .~ ~ .~

.

.

•_______

. . . .

(6)
. . . . . . . .

Stpnding or Flowing Liquid Discharge from the Dump Site .
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LPC#:
Inspection Date:

(7) •

•

Deposition of General Construction or Demolition Debris; or Clean Construction or
Demolition Debris S •

S

S

9. 55(a)

(1)

NO PERSON SHALL:

Cause or Allow Open Dumping of Any Used or Waste Tire

(2) Cause or Allow Open Burning of Any Used or Waste Tire

• 3.5.1~~ .~.ADNIINt.sTR.~A~rIv .E:: ~ 1
____ ________ SUBTITLEG --

10. 812.101(a) • FAILURE TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO DEVELOP AND
OPERATE A LANDFILL • S

)(
•

11. 722.111 HAZARDOUS WASTE DETERMINATION S S

• 12: 808.121 • SPECIAL WASTE DETERMINATION S •

13.
S

809.302(a)
S

S

ACCEPTANCE OF SPECIAL WASTE FROM A WASTE TRANSPORTER
SWITHOUT A WASTE HAULING PERMIT, UNIFORM WASTE PROGRAM S
REGISTRATION AND PERMIT AND/OR MANIFEST

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

•

• 14. •

•

APPARENT VIOLATION OF: ( ) PCB; ( ) CIRCUIT COURT
CASE NUMBER: ORDER ENTERED ON:

15. OTHER: S • • S S

,

[

Informational Notes

~ture of Inspector(s)

1. • [Illinois] Environmental Protection Act: 415 ILCS 5/4.
2. Illinois Pollution Control Board: 35 III. Adm. Code, Subtitle G. • •

3. Statutory and regulatory references herein are provided for convenience only and should not be construed as legal
• conclusions of the Agency or as limiting the Agency’s statutory or regulatory powers. Requirements of some statutes

and regulations cited are in summary format. Full te~tof requirements can be found in references listed in 1. and 2.
above. • • S S

4.. The provisions of subsection (p) of Section 21 of the [Illinois] Environmental Prot9ction Act shall be enforceable either
by administrative citation under Section 31.1 of the Act or by complaint under Section 31 of the Act.

.5. This inspection was conducted in accordance with Sections 4© and 4(d)of the [Illinois] Environmental Protection Act:
415 ILCS 5/4© and (d). • S S • S • S

6. Items marked with an “NE” were not evaluated at the time of this inspection. S •

7. • Statutory effective date: through 7/9/99. 5 5 5 5

R.v~..d8/08199
(Open Dump - 2)



1894925001— WashingtonCounty • ‘•

WamacI Prior Oil Company
Dateof Inspection:November3, 2000 •

Preparedby: KennethMensing -~•~ 7T~D

5 NARRATIVE • • NOV 222000

On November3, 2000I receivedaphonecall from HaroldAlexander,Jr1~ingik~IkPC
Prior Oil Companyhadexcavateda trenchon theirpropertyattheendofMitchell Street,
behindthePrior Oil CompanybuildingsonNovember2, 2000.Hewenton to saythat oil
spill cleanupdebrishadbeendumpedinto thetrenchandsubsequentlyseton fire. He
saidthatthewastewaspresentlyburningandemitting smoke.Shortlythereafter,alsoon
November3, I receivedaphone,call from GregEarlewho is theFire Chiefofthe
CentraliaFire ProtectionDistrict. Healsoinformedmethat someoil spill cleanupdebris
hadbeendumpedon Prior Oil Companypropertyandwascurrentlyburning.Hesaidthat
his personnelandequipmentwere,presentlyatthesite.I toldhim that wewouldbe there
shortlyto investigateandmonitorthe situation.
On November3, 2000at 11:25 am,Mike Grant-BOL,JeffBenbenek-BOAandI arrived

• • atthesitewhere,wemetup with Mr..Earleatthedumpingandburningarea.I observeda
• recentlyexcavatedtrenchapproximately8 ft. by 30’ft. by4 ft. deepwith crudeoil soaked

strawandblackplasticbagsin it. Theoil andstrawweresmoldering,emittingwhiteto
grayishsmoke.No openflameswere seen.A 10 ft. by 10 ft. areaof oil andstrawwaste
wasalsoobservedjustnorthof thepit. Mike Granttook8 digital photosoftherelevant
siteconditions.HaroldAlexander,Jr. told meatthe sitethatthetrenchhadnot beendug
asof9:00 amonNovember2. After inspectingthesiteandspeakingwithMr. Earleand
Mr. Alexander,wewalkedto the office in orderto contactJohnPrior. Hewasin his
office andI proceededto questionMr. Prior afterhewasintroducedto Mr. Grant andMr.
Benbenek.I toldhim thatwehadjust beenbackat theareawhereatrenchhadbeendug
andoil soakedstrawwasburning.Hereadily admittedthat he.wasresponsiblefor the
situationandgavethefollowing explanation.Hesaidthat hemadeadecisionto cleanout

• oneofhis buildingsadjacentto thedumpingandburningareaonNovember2. During
thecleaningprocesssomeof hisemployeestooktheoil andstrawwastefrom insidethe
building andplacedit outside‘on theground.Mr. Prior saidthatwhenhefoundoutwhat
his employeeshaddone,hewasconcernedaboutoily waterrunningoff of.theproperty ‘

dueto impendingrain.H~saidit wasatthis point thathedirectedthatatrenchbedug
andthatthewastebeplacedinto it andsubsequentlyburned.Mr. Prior indicatedto us
that he felt thatthe dumpingandburningwasabettersolutionto thewaste‘material being
outside,thanpossiblyallowingoily waterrunoff. It did in fact rain duringtheafternoon
ofNovember2. Mr. Prior realized,thatwhat he directedbe donewasaviolationof
environmentallaw, andrules.At theconclusionofthesitevisit andinterview,I told Mr.

• ‘Prior andMr. Earlethatthesmolderingwasteneededto be extinguishedimmediately.It
wasdecidedthatthematerialwould besmotheredout andlaterdisposedofproperlyat a
permittedlandfill. We departedthesite at 12:00noon. S
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1894925001- WashingtonCounty
Wamac/PriorOil Company
FOSFile

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH PHOTOCOPIES

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: WSW
PHOTO by: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1894925001-.41032000-001

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25— 12:00
DIRECTION: WNW
PHOTOby: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1894925001—41032000-002



1894925001- WashingtonCounty
Wamacl’PriorOil Company
FOSFile

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH PHOTOCOPIES

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25 —12:00
DIRECTION: West
PHOTO by: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1 894925001-41032000-003

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: SE
PHOTO by: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1 89492500F’-41032000-004



1894925001- WashingtonCounty
WamaclPriorOil Company
FOSFile

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: South
PHOTO by: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1894925001-41032000-005

DATE: November3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: SW
PHOTO by: M.. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1894925001-41032000-006

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH PHOTOCOPIES
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WamaclPriorOil Company
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DATE: November 3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: North
PHOTOby: M. D. Grant
PHOTOFILE NAME:
1894925001--i1032000-007

DATE: November 3, 2000
TIME: 11:25—12:00
DIRECTION: North
PHOTO by: M. D. Grant
PHOTO FILE NAME:
1894925001--i1032000-008

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH PHOTOCOPIES


